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        Download the official Alton Towers Resort app to make the most of your visit!
    

            




                                                                    

                        
	
                    Book now

    
        	
                        
  


                        
                            Day Passes

                            Book in advance and save

                        


                            
                                
        Buy now

                            

                    
	
                        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


                        
                            Short Breaks

                            One day just isn't enough

                        


                            
                                

    
        
        
    



                            

                    
	
                        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


                        
                            Annual Passes

                            Visit again and again

                        


                            
                                
        Buy now

                            

                    


    

        


        

    

    

        
        
            
                
  

            
            Book Now
        
        
            	
    
        	
                        
  


                        
                            Day Passes

                            Book in advance and save

                        


                            
                                
        Buy now

                            

                    
	
                        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


                        
                            Short Breaks

                            One day just isn't enough

                        


                            
                                

    
        
        
    



                            

                    
	
                        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


                        
                            Annual Passes

                            Visit again and again

                        


                            
                                
        Buy now

                            

                    


    

                    


        



        


                
            [image: Alton Towers Resort Logo (1)]
        


            
                Toggle Navigation

                
                    
                    
                    
                

                Menu

            
            

                        
                            
                                Theme Park:
 Today's Opening Times -  10am - 6pm
                                
  

                            
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
  

                                        Back
                                    
                                


                                
                                        Alton Towers Resort Opening Times

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        Waterpark:
 10am - 6pm 
                                                    

                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Extraordinary Golf:
 9am - 7pm (Last Entry 7pm)
                                                    

                                                


                                        
                                            
  
 See all
                                        
                                


                            

                        


                	

                            
                                
                                        
                                            
                                            Tickets & Passes
                                        

                                

                                    
                                        
  

                                        Toggle Navigation
                                    
                            


                                	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Day Passes
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Theme Park
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Waterpark
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Extraordinary Golf
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Student
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Parent & Toddler Pass
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Annual Passes
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Alton Towers Annual Pass
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Merlin Annual Pass
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Passholder Pre-book
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Passholder Hub
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Extras
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Fastrack
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Unlimited Digital Photos
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            VIP Experiences
                        
                



                                        


                        
	

                            
                                
                                        
                                            
                                            Short Breaks
                                        

                                

                                    
                                        
  

                                        Toggle Navigation
                                    
                            


                                	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Accommodation
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Alton Towers Hotel
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Splash Landings Hotel
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            CBeebies Land Hotel
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Woodland Lodges
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Luxury Treehouses
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Stargazing Pods
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Offers & Packages
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Easter
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            May Half Term
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Summer
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            2024 Short Breaks
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Discover
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Restaurants & Shops
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Entertainment
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Nearby Hotels
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Merlin Holiday Club
                        
                



                                        


                        
	

                            
                                
                                        
                                            
                                            Explore
                                        

                                

                                    
                                        
  

                                        Toggle Navigation
                                    
                            


                                	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Theme Park
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Rides & Attractions
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Shows
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Restaurants & Shops
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            New for 2024 - Nemesis Reborn
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                CBeebies Land
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Rides & Attractions
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Shows
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Restaurants & Shops
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            New for 2024 - Bluey
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Resort Activities
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Waterpark
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Rollercoaster Restaurant
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            The Alton Towers Dungeon
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Extraordinary Golf
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Events
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Oktoberfest
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Scarefest
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Fireworks
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Christmas
                        
                



                                        


                        
	

                            
                                
                                        
                                            
                                            Plan your visit
                                        

                                

                                    
                                        
  

                                        Toggle Navigation
                                    
                            


                                	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Before You Visit
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Opening Times
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Directions
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Car Parking
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Accessibility
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Resort Information
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Mobile App
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Attraction Maps
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Height Restrictions
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Restaurants & Shops
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Ride & Attraction Availability
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Security Information
                        
                



                                        
	
                                                                                            
                                                    
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                Have a Question?
                                                            
                                                    

                                                

                                                    	
                        
                            
                            Day Visit FAQs
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Short Break FAQs
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Contact Us
                        
                
	
                        
                            
                            Manage My Booking
                        
                



                                        


                        



                    	Accessibility

	Schools

	Blog

	Conferences & Events

	Jobs

	Online Shop

	Contact Us





                
                    	
                            
                                
  
  

                                Home
                            
                        
	
                                
                                    
  
  

                                    Search
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
  

                                            Back
                                        
                                    


                                    
                                        
                                    


                                        

                                                Popular Searches


                                            	
                                                        
                                                            
  

                                                            Know Before You Go
                                                        
                                                    
	
                                                        
                                                            
  

                                                            Directions
                                                        
                                                    
	
                                                        
                                                            
  

                                                            Accessibility
                                                        
                                                    


                                        

                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
  
  
  
  

                                    Shopping cart
                                
                            


                



            




    




    

        
            
            
                
  

                Search Page
            
        


        
            
  

            Close
        

            

                    Popular Searches



                

                        
                            
    

                            Know Before You Go
                            
  

                        
                        
                            
  

                            Directions
                            
  

                        
                        
                            
  

                            Accessibility
                            
  

                        


                    
                    

                    


                

            




    
















        

    
        

    
        
        
            
  
  
  

            
  
  
  
  

        

    



        
[image: The Towers Wide]
        





    

        
                
                    Alton Towers Heritage

                


                Discover and uncover the mysteries, myths and legends of the Alton Towers estate over the last 200 years. From house and family members to the evolution of the iconic leisure park, discover everything you need to know about our heritage; dating as far back as 1810!
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                    The Beginnings of The Towers 


                Founded on the site of an Iron Age camp, there were actually many different buildings before the existing Towers, but from 1412 until 1924 they all belonged to the same family - the Talbots (Earls of Shrewsbury).


                
                    


















                    

                    
                

            





        

    




        

            
                The Beginnings of Alton Towers as an Attraction

                
The grounds at Alton Towers were first opened to the public by the 18th Earl in 1860 when the total income was £116.17s 5d (£116.87p!). By 1890 Alton Towers was attracting crowds of 30,000 to watch acrobats, lion tamers, elephants, bands and fireworks, as well as the gardens.
In the early 1900s the 20th Earl, who had interests in the Talbot Motor Car Company which he had founded, began to spend more and more time at his Ingestre Estate. Lady Shrewsbury lived alone at the Towers until 1923 after her husband's death in 1921. Although the bulk of the estate had already been sold in 1918, in 1924 the remaining lands and Alton Towers itself were sold to a group of local businessmen. So, after some 700 years the Towers and the Estate passed out of the hands of the Earls of Shrewsbury.
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                    What happened next?


                The house and gardens remained open until the outbreak of War when it was requisitioned as an Officer Cadet Training Camp. The Ministry of Defence retained possession of the buildings until the mid 1950's when, after some legal argument over it’s condition, it was finally returned to the then owners, Alton Towers Ltd, who continued to run it as a successful business.

Although the Park had become a well known tourist attraction throughout the '60s and '70s it was not until 1980 that it became known as a Theme Park, with the introduction of the then revolutionary Corkscrew rollercoaster.


                
                    


















                    

                    
                

            





        

    






    

            Did You Know?


        	During Scarefest The Towers are home to 3 of our terrifying scare mazes!
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                    The Legend of The Towers


                If you’re a fan of the history of The Towers, then there are plenty of ways to learn about their mysterious history.

Have you explored Hex: The Legend of the Towers? Enter the iconic building at the heart of the theme park and fall deep into the local legend of the chained oak. 

Or journey deep into the Alton Towers Dungeon where you’ll come face-to-face with ghosts of the past.


                
                    


















                    

                    
                

            





        

    






    

            Current Restoration Projects


        Alton Towers Resort and its Heritage Committee are passionate about the continual restoration of both the Grade II★ listed Towers (a key building of the Georgian and Victorian Gothic Revival) and the Grade I listed Gardens.
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            The Banqueting Hall Window

        
            
                Expensive inheritance battles, as well as a changing financial and social climate led to much of the estate’s land and house contents being sold in the 1900s (a fate that befell many stately homes).  In its heyday (1850’s) Alton Towers was one of the largest privately owned houses in Europe and when the 16th Earl, John Talbot was planning to alter the dining room, Augustus Welby Pugin persuaded him not to compromise on the design, including the installation of a hugely impressive bay window.
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                The iconic banqueting hall bay window is Pugin (Victorian Gothic Revival) in style, and measures roughly 10m tall by 6m wide - the largest of its kind to be designed by Pugin for a private house!     

The 27 stained glass panes are arranged in three tiers, the top two tiers celebrating the coats of arms of the Earls of Shrewsbury and the families they were associated with (we’ve highlighted the names of the coats of arms to make them easier to see; please note spellings of some of the names differ from the way we spell them today).    Historically, it is the most important window of its kind outside the Palace of Westminster! 
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            Restoration Process

        
            
                The window was last removed in 2010 for refurbishment, however, at this time, the original manufacturers of the stained glass (Hardman’s of Birmingham) went out of business.  Fortunately, two of Hardman’s former craftsmen were found and commissioned to restore it.  To give you an understanding of the craftmanship involved, here’s a before and after of the one segment of the window:
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                After several years of painstaking work, the restored window will now return to its home, 170 years after it was originally installed.

            


        

        


















        


    


    








    

        



    
        


                

                

        

    





    
        
            Sign up to our newsletter

            
                Sign up to receive our fantabulous email newsletters... and get great offers and discounts!
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